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1. WHY CONSIDER USED 
EQUIPMENT?



1. WHY CONSIDER USED EQUIPMENT?

Pros (+)
✓ Considerably less expensive than new

✓ Wide range of sources

✓ Availability (both old and newer        

equipment)

✓ Many photographers take excellent care 
of photo equipment and some equipment 
has been rarely used

✓Opportunities to explore new photographic 
techniques at an affordable cost

✓ “Recycling” equipment

Cons (-)
✓ Hidden faults and defects

✓ No warranty (e.g., expired, non transferable 
and “grey market”)

✓ Unknown history (e.g., abused equipment 

or stolen items)

✓ Fraudulent online sellers



OTHER CONSIDERATIONS

Are you OK with used equipment?

✓ Personality type (equipment with possible flaws)

✓ Risk (lack of warranties and “grey market” equipment)

✓ Time factors (research and patience)

✓Not all used equipment is a great deal 

[for example, brand name lenses (Pentax, Nikon, Canon, etc.) tend to  

hold their resale value and the used cost may not be that different 

than new; third party lenses (Sigma, Tamron, etc.) do not hold their 

value as well and are usually a better deal.] 



EXAMPLE 1 OF USED SAVINGS: 
PENTAX SMCP-FA  43MM 1.9 LIMITED (BLACK)

Kijiji

Asking price $350

Purchase Price: $275

GST: Nil

Total: $275

+ Free

New Tiffen 49mm circular polarizerB+W 49mm F-Pro UVA MRC: $69.99

Sub-total: $789.98

GST: $102.70

Total: $892.68

Total savings buying used:  $617.68



EXAMPLE 2 OF USED SAVINGS: 
MANFROTTO MT055XPRO3 ALUMINUM 3 SECT

Vistek

• Tripod Legs: $329.99

• Manfrotto Head 498RC2: $189.99

• Manfrotto Tripod Bag (Padded): $109.99

• Subtotal: $629.97

• GST: $81.87 

• TOTAL: $711.87

• Same equipment used via Kijiji (as 
advertised and purchased from 
Swap ‘N Shop, Merivale Road)

• Asking $300

• Purchased for $200.00 

• GST: $26.00

• TOTAL: $226.00

Total savings buying used:  $485.87



EXAMPLE 3 OF USED SAVINGS: SEKONIC 308 LIGHT METER 

GST: $45.50

Total: $395.49

GST: Nil

Total: $95.00

Total savings buying used:  $300.49

ebay.ca



Kijiji

• Asking price $75

• Purchase Price: $40

• GST: Nil

• Total: $45

EXAMPLE 4 OF USED SAVINGS: 
WESTCOTT RAPID BOX 26” OCTA

GST: $29.77

Total: $259.76

Total savings buying used:  $214.76



EXAMPLE 5 OF USED SAVINGS: 
THINK TANK STREETWALKER 

Kijiji

Asking price $80

Purchase Price: $65

GST: Nil

Total: $65

GST: $41.60

Total: $361.59

Total savings buying used:  $296.59



TAKUMAR 135MM F2.5: $25

Source: Google Images



PENTAX M 80-200MM F4.5: $40 

Source: Google Images



PENTAX F 35-70MM  F3.5-4.5: $5 

Source: Google Images



TAMRON 18-200MM F3.5-6.3: $65

Source: Google Images





DIGITAL PRIME LIMITED SERIES  



COMPARING COSTS: 
BUYING NEXT GENERATION EQUIPMENT

Henry’s 

(Newest version 

with HD Coating)

Used

15 mm 649 ~300

21 mm 599 ~300

35 mm 529 ~300

40 mm 479 ~300

70 mm 649 ~300

Approx. TOTAL ~3,300 with tax ~1,500



COLLECTING: KODAK INSTAMATIC 50: $12

Source: Google Images



COLLECTING: TAKUMAR 85-
210MM F 4.5: $30

Source: Google Images



2. WHERE TO LOOK?



Henry’s: www.henrys.com

http://www.henrys.com/


Henry’s: www.henrys.com

http://www.henrys.com/


Vistek: www.vistek.ca/deals

http://www.vistek.ca/deals


Camera Trading Company (Ottawa): 

www.cameratradingcompany.com

http://www.cameratradingcompany.com/


B&H:www.bhphotovideo.com

http://www.bhphotovideo.com/


B&H: www.bhphotovideo.com

http://www.bhphotovideo.com/


Adorama: www.adorama.com

http://www.adorama.com/


Adorama: www.adorama.com

http://www.adorama.com/


KEH: www.keh.com

http://www.keh.com/


KEH: www.keh.com

http://www.keh.com/


KEH: www.keh.com

http://www.keh.com/


Pentax Forums: www.pentaxforums.com

http://www.pentaxforums.com/


Shipping within/from the U.S. : myusaddress.ca



EQUIPMENT REVIEWS

Pentax Forums: www.pentaxforums.com

http://www.pentaxforums.com/


EQUIPMENT REVIEWS

Pentax User: www.pentaxuser.com

http://www.pentaxuser.com/


EQUIPMENT 

REVIEWS



Kijiji: www.kijiji.ca

http://www.kijiji.ca/


MAXSOLD: www.maxsold.com

http://www.maxsold.com/


MAXSOLD: www.maxsold.com

http://www.maxsold.com/


Ebay: www.ebay.ca

http://www.ebay.ca/


Etsy:
www.etsy.com/ca/c/electronics-and-accessories/cameras

http://www.etsy.com/ca/c/electronics-and-accessories/cameras


3. WHAT TO LOOK FOR?



WHAT TO LOOK FOR?

1. Appearance: 

✓dust particles

✓ scratches on glass or barrel

✓ fungus/mold (use a flashlight and hold lens at 45° angle, try to 

get a cross-light in the lens, and check edges of glass) 

✓brassing

✓dents 

✓ rear mounting plate wear (check for screwdriver marks)

✓ filter threads (when possible, put on a filter to check)

EXAMPLE OF A USED LENS  (whenever possible, bring your camera and take time to check a lens)



WHAT TO LOOK FOR?
EXAMPLE OF A USED LENS (whenever possible, bring your camera and take time to check a lens)

2.   Optics: 

✓ focussing

✓aperture clicks 

✓oil or misaligned aperture blades (with modern lenses 

place lens on a camera and use a small aperture and 

slow shutter speed to inspect aperture blades)



WHAT TO LOOK FOR?

3. Mechanics: 

✓ listen for any odd sounds (give lens a gentle shake and listen carefully)

✓check for smooth operation of the focus ring

✓check for  any resistance or “hiccups”  throughout focusing and zoom 

ranges

✓check for flex in a zoom lens …gently!

✓check stabilizer

✓check any switches on lens, such as the MF and AF switch

✓check for aperture clicks on a manual lens and inspect autofocus lenses 

throughout several apertures and at various focus points

✓check for wear on electronic connectors

✓check for excessive wear and any warping of rear mounting plate 

EXAMPLE OF A USED LENS (whenever possible, bring your camera and take time to check a lens)



4. WHAT TO LOOK OUT FOR?



WHAT TO LOOK OUT FOR?

In person

✓ Does the seller know the history of the 
equipment? (Why are they selling? How 
long have they had the equipment?)

✓Does the seller give you time to check 
out the equipment (i.e., letting you put 
a lens on your camera, etc.)?

✓ Can the seller provide receipts?

✓ Is the seller willing to meet in a public 
place?

✓Can you pay by etransfer in the 
presence of the seller?

Online

✓ Does the product description match 
the images?

✓Are pictures “’originals” vs. stock photos 
from Google images?

✓ Does the seller have a high “Seller 
Rating” in the 96-100% range

✓ Is there a return policy? (Ebay and 
Amazon offer a level of protection to 
the buyer)

✓Refurbished equipment may have 
warranty (some “grey market” issues)

✓Protecting yourself by video-taping the 
unboxing of shipped equipment



https://www.ebay.ca/itm/PENTAX-LX-Fully-

Functional-w-2-Pentax-lenses-Telephoto-

50mm/323478110033?hash=item4b50cc3f51:g:

YPwAAOSwtYJbsB0A

https://www.ebay.ca/itm/PENTAX-LX-Fully-Functional-w-2-Pentax-lenses-Telephoto-50mm/323478110033?hash=item4b50cc3f51:g:YPwAAOSwtYJbsB0A


Ouch!



5. HOW TO DETERMINE A PRICE?



HOW TO DETERMINE A PRICE?

In person (Kijiji)

✓ Check prices of other sellers on Kijiji,  
Ebay and on brand specific forums 
with “Equipment for Sale” websites

✓Make an offer based on how much 
you want/need the equipment and 
when you might see a similar item 
for sale in  in the future (time and 
patience!)

✓Try to establish a price by making 
an offer prior to seeing the 
equipment with a caveat that the 
equipment must be in the condition 
indicated in the ad

Online

✓Check prices that other sellers have 
received for completed sales on 
Ebay

✓Factor in the cost of any shipping 
(wide range here!), taxes, and 
import duties

✓Consider “Canada only” listings

✓Try negotiating, especially with 
private sellers

✓Original boxes and manuals will 
command higher cost for the buyer 



HOW TO DETERMINE A PRICE?



OTHER CONSIDERATIONS
A note on  Kijiji sellers:

You will find a huge range of types of sellers.

Especially with older and vintage equipment, many sellers have 

inherited unwanted equipment and have absolutely no idea of its 

current value, and consequently many bargains are available. 

Frequently, additional equipment is “thrown in” to the sale.

Alternatively, many sellers have a sentimental connection or inflated 

expectations about their camera equipment and want to sell near 

worthless equipment at the price they bought the equipment for 

several decades ago! 



USED 
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6. Q & A


